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rings, and as clasps, and the women  of the  time  simply

followed the fashion without realizing what it meant.   Indeed,

the worship of the guillotine was one of the most curious

features of the  epoch.    Children had toy guillotines given

them, models were made to cut off imitation heads, when

wine or sweet syrup flowed in place of blood; -1 and hymns

were written to La Sainte Guillotine, and jokes made upon

it, as the "national razor."    The revolutionary desire to turn

everything away from its old signification was shown in the

revolutionary packs of cards, in which Liberties, Equalities,

and Fraternities took the place of Kings, Queens, and Knaves

of the suits.   Even revolutionary pottery was made of patriotic

designs,2 and the very shapes of confectionery and cakes were

made to imitate guillotines and other patriotic objects.    It is

well known that the desire to emphasize the abolition of titles

was followed by the abolition of the terms " Monsieur " and

" Madame," and that their places were taken by " Citizen " and

" Citizeness;" and also how the use of the second person plural

was dropped, and it was considered a sign of a good republican

to tutoyer every one, that is, to call them " thou " and " thee."

Most absurd change of all was the alteration of names.    Men

dropped their old names if they wished  to  appear good

republicans, especially if that name was Louis, and borrowed

names out of the classics.   To quote but a few instances of

well-known or notorious persons, the Prussian Baron Jean

Baptiste Cloots called himself Anarcharsis  Oloots; Georges

Chaumette, the procureur to the Commune of Paris, called

himself Anaxagoras Chaumette; and Pierre Andre Coffiuhal,

the well-known judge of the Revolutionary Tribunal, took the

name of Mucius Scsevola Coffinhal.   But, let it bo noted, none

of these men were members of the Great Committees, where

the deputies were far too busy in organizing and governing

the country to have time to spare for such trivial play.

1  De Goncourt, La Societd frnn$aisc pendant la Rcvdutiovi, pp. 4^9,
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